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Term 1,  Week 4                                                                                                   19th February, 2014 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

Something special…… 

As I get to know more and more people and hear their stories it is clear that there is something special about this community. Long-

standing staff members, parents who have several children who have attended and are attending OLR and the newest of families with their 

first child in Kinder…… ALL speak highly of our school and have high expectations of how we can work together for the good of the  

children. 
 

Once again, thank you for helping me to feel so welcome here at OLR. I am excited about the journey ahead of us! 
 

Opening School Liturgy 

We are first and foremost a Catholic school providing a high quality education for the children in our care. This happens within Our Lady 

of the Rosary Parish and as part of our world wide Catholic church. Our very meaning and purpose comes from the faith dimension of our 

community. 
 

We hope you can join us on Friday as we give thanks for the many blessings we enjoy and ask for God’s wisdom and blessings for the year 

ahead. We will be asking God to guide us as we follow in the footsteps of Jesus, and all those who have come before us here at OLR. 
 

First Eucharist 
May God bless all those children of the Parish who are beginning their preparations for the Sacrament of Eucharist. I pray that you will 

come to understand and know deeply the real presence of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. 
 

Kinder 

It has been such a positive start for Kinder! Our sincere thanks to the families for your support and co-operation and congratulations to the 

children, teachers and support staff who have worked so well together to get settled into their learning routines. 
 

Swimming Carnivals 

My best wishes to the children going on to the Zone Swimming Carnival next week. Congratulations on being chosen to represent our 

school and good luck! 
 

Who do I see? EVERYONE working together! 

All staff at OLR are focussed on meeting the learning and wellbeing needs of every child. In the first instance your child’s teacher is the 

first point of contact.  
 

You may also contact the Coordinator for each Stage if necessary. 

Early Stage 1/Stage 1 (K-2) – Miss Kathryn Hooker 

Stage 2 (Yrs /4) – Mr Brad Ahern 

Stage 3 (Yrs 5/6) – Mrs Judith Sibbald 
 

Communication between home and school is essential for ongoing learning success so we look forward to continuing to work in partner-

ship with you. 
 

If you were unable to make it in for the Teacher Chats I encourage you to touch base with your child’s teacher as soon as possible. 
 

If you are unsure about who you need to speak to, or you have a general enquiry, the Office Team will be more than happy to assist. 
 

Teaching Educators 

This year we have two Teaching Educators from the Parramatta Catholic Education Office working with us. Patrice Brady will continue 

working here this year and has been joined by Jennifer Crowley who brings a wealth of knowledge and experience as an educator,  

especially in the area of Literacy. They will continue to work with teachers in learning spaces to enhance the learning of the children. 

“Everyone teaches, everyone learns!” Especially teachers and principals! 
 

May God bless you all as together we follow Jesus. 

Yours sincerely, 

Allan Jones 

PRINCIPAL 

 



RELIGIOUS EDUCATIONRELIGIOUS EDUCATIONRELIGIOUS EDUCATIONRELIGIOUS EDUCATION    
‘We follow Jesus’. 

 

OPENING SCHOOL LITURGY  

YOU ARE INVITED!  

This Friday 21st February you are invited to join us in the parish church to celebrate our Opening School    

Liturgy. Time: 11.30pm.  The theme of our liturgy is ‘Together we walk in the Footsteps of Jesus’. 

 

As a faith community of learners, we come together in prayer and worship to praise God and give thanks 

for our many blessings and ask for his guidance for the gift of the year ahead.   

 

As a faith community we come together to listen to God’s Word in scripture, reflect on this message and 

our call to Christian action, as we journey in the footsteps of Jesus. 

 

This liturgy has particular significance for all Year Six students as the Student Leaders of our faith   

learning community. All students of Year Six will be reminded and affirmed as our student leaders, as our 

School Leaders receive their school badges in this context of prayer and thanksgiving. 

 

PARISH SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM: FIRST EUCHARIST 

Last week there were two Parent Information evenings on First Eucharist. If you were not able to attend 

one of these meetings and you would like to have your child receive their First Communion please contact 

Fr Brendan at the Parish Office: 9623 2500.  

All completed application forms need to be returned to the parish Office this Friday. 

SUNDAY’S GOSPEL:   Mt 16:13-19 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

You are Peter; and to you I will give the keys of the kingdom of heaven. 

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi he put this   

question to his disciples, ‘Who do people say the Son of Man is?’ And 

they said, ‘Some say he is John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others 

Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ ‘But you,’ he said, ‘who do you say I 

am?’ Then Simon Peter spoke up, ‘You are the Christ,’ he said, ‘the Son 

of the living God.’ Jesus replied, ‘Simon son of Jonah, you are a happy 

man! Because it was not flesh and blood that revealed this to you but 

my Father in heaven. So I now say to you: You are Peter and on this 

rock I will build my Church. And the gates of the underworld can   

never hold out against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven: whatever you bind on 

earth shall be considered bound in heaven; whatever you loose on earth shall be considered loosed 

in heaven.’ 

ALL: The gospel of the Lord. 

R: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 

 

WEEK-END MASS TIMES:   Saturday: Evening: 6.00pm 

                                                 Sunday: 7.30am, 9.00am, 10.30am and 5.30pm. 

 

           Colleen Fuller, REC 



Friday, 21st February, 2014 

• Opening School Liturgy at the OLR Church at 

11.30am. 

• Parish first Eucharist Applications due at 

Parish 

 

Tuesday, 25th February, 2014 

Zone Swimming Carnival at Glenbrook 

 

Wednesday, 26th February, 2014 

• Parent Numeracy Workshop 

• Year 2 go to Don Bosco 

Friday, 28th February, 2014 

• Year 5 Parish Mass 

• Diocesan Swimming Carnival at Blacktown 

• Year 6 go to Don Bosco 

• Don Bosco Fundraiser between 3—5pm. 

 

Wednesday, 5th March, 2014 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

Playground
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Library Monitors 
 

The Library monitors for 2014 are: 
 

Jai Lane, Ajang Ajang, Joshua Deacon,    
Anna Salic, Katamara Vukic and  

Devine Moagi. 
 

Congratulations to these students. 

NEW ARRIVALSNEW ARRIVALSNEW ARRIVALSNEW ARRIVALS    
    
Congratulations to the Afeaki family 
Seaview (KO), Cecilia (4L) & Edwyne (6O) on 
the birth of a new baby boy, Samuela born 
on the 29th January. 
 

Congratulations!! 
 
Congratulations also goes to the Kondek 
family, Amelia (1O) on the birth of a new 
baby boy, Nathan James who was born on 
Monday. 



 
HOW TO ACCESS SCHOOL 

INFORMATION 
 

School Newsle�er 

We no longer send home paper copies of the 

newsle�er to every family (unless one has been 

requested). You can access the school newsle�er 

via the school website: 

olorstmarys@parra.catholic.edu.au or via our               

app on your smart phone  

(see instruc%ons below)  

 

iPhone users 

Simply search for “Our Lady of the Rosary          

Primary, St Marys” in the App store on your 

phone, PC or Mac and install the skoolbag app. 

 

A1er the app is installed on your phone, make 

sure that you select “OK” to allow push  

no%fica%ons. Also click on ‘more’ then ‘Setup’ and 

select which grades you would like to receive 

push no%fica%ons for. 
 

Android users 

Simply search for “Our Lady of the Rosary 

Primary, St Marys” in the Google Play Store 

on your phone, PC or Mac and install the skoolbag 

app. 
 

A1er the app is installed click on ‘more’ then 

‘Setup’ and select which grades you would like to 

receive push no%fica%ons for. 
 

If you would like to request a paper copy of the 

newsle�er, please send a note into the school 

office with your name, eldest child’s name and 

class. 

So you want to volunteer at school! 
 

Please note that all parents/carers that help out at the school either as classroom helpers, excursion volunteers,      

parents association etc, need to complete the online Child Protection Training module according to Catholic Education 

Office OHS/Child Protection requirements. 
 

When you come into the school to help out in any area, or if you are attending an excursion you are required to sign in 

and out at the office and wear a Parent Volunteer badge. 
 

To complete the online module: 
 

1.  Go to: http://childprotection.parra.catholic.edu.au/home  

2.  Scroll down to Volunteer section. 

3.  Open the module by clicking the Start link. 

4.  Read through the presentation. Then complete and submit the multiple choice quiz questions. This will take 

approximately 40 minutes. After successful completion of the module, fill out the form by typing your name, 

email address, contact number, contact address and choose the school’s name from the drop down list. 

5.  A notification of your successful completion of the module will be sent via email to the school and also to your 

email address. 

6.  All information will be kept confidential. 

 



 

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT FOR THOSE WHO ARE WIDOWED 
CCCSS Solo Parent Ministry is commencing two Bereavement  Support Programs within the next few weeks. Seasons for 
Growth is a five week Program that commences on 19th Feb at Glenbrook, between 10.30 and 12.30. If we do not have a 
required number for this Program we will postpone it for a couple of weeks. The other Program is an 8 Session Bereavement 
Support Program that runs every fortnight at Blacktown between 10.00 and 12.00 and commences on 4th March (This was 
postponed due to lack of numbers on 4th Feb).  Both of these Programs provide education and personal support within a 
small group setting, assisting those who grieve the death of their spouse to better understand the process of grief and to be 
supported  in moving forward gently but assuredly in the midst of deep pain and loss. See Flyers on Notice 
Board.  For further details and registration for both of these Programs contact  Eileen or Rita on 9933 0205  
Sr Eileen Quade rsm 
Coordinator / Solo Parent Ministry /  CatholicCare Social Services / Diocese of Parramatta 
Chairperson / Environmental Sustainability Committee / CatholicCare Social Services 
Ph: (02) 9933 0205 / Mobile: 0419 400 571 / Fax: (02) 9933 0299 / PO Box 2023 North Parramatta NSW 1750 /www.ccss.org.au 



 

 

Kiss & Drop Car Name Signs 

 

Any family who would like a name sign made for them to go on their dashboard for Kiss 

& Drop, could they please send a note into the school office marked to Debbie Smith’s 

attention. This makes it easier for us to have your children ready for pick-up in the   

afternoon. 

 Win a CommBank Marquee for your school and $50 for a student just by depos-
iting to your CommBank School Banking account in Term 1.  
The school with the highest percentage of active students at the end of Term 1 
will win a marquee.  Every student who completes a minimum of three school 
banking deposits in Term 1 will be in the running to win one of two $50 credits 
into their School Banking account. 
For more information, simply contact your School Banking Officer or the 
School Banking Helpdesk on 1800 674 496. 
This promotion commenced on Tuesday, 28th January and closes at 11.59pm on 
Friday, 11th April, 2014. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To ensure the bus set down and pick up 

process is as efficient as possible, busways 

seeks your assistance with the following 

actions:- 

 

• Please do not park or temporarily stop 

in a bus zone. 

• Remind students to have their pass or 

money ready before boarding the bus. 

• Students are ready at the bus stop to 

load onto buses as soon as they arrive 

on site. 

Holy Family Primary School 
Smart Loving Workshop 

 
All couples go through periods where their relationship is strained.  Stress, Sleep-deprivation, 
demands from family and work can starve your marriage of the positive energy it needs and    
deserves.  Soon, you find yourselves arguing more often, making up with less enthusiasm and 
becoming someone even you yourself don’t like. 
If this sounds like you, or someone you love, it’s time to do something about it! 
The SmartLoving BreakThrough Workshop is practical, solution-focussed event for all stages of 
marriage.  Drawing on contemporary research and Catholic theology, this workshop will arm you 
with skills and insights to transform your relationship into the thriving, joy-filled encounter that it is 
meant to be. 
 

• Identify your conflict triggers 

• Learn strategies to de-escalate an argument 

• Understand what the real issues are 

• Find constructive ways to re-establish connection 

Workshop Details 
 

Sunday, March 23 
2-5pm 

 
Holy Family School Hall 
32 Willowdene Avenue 

Luddenham  NSW  2745 
 

Donation at the door 
(afternoon tea provided) 

 
Bookings essential 

Call Jess: 02 9319 6280 
info@smartloving.org 



 


