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From the Principal,  

 

Dear Parents and Friends, 
 

 

TERM  4 WEEK  10        We Follow Jesus    18TH DECEMBER 2018 

Newsletter 

A: 32B Saddington Street St Marys 2760 PH: 8856 8301  E:  olorstmarys@parra.catholic.edu.au  W:  www.olorstmarys.catholic.edu.au 

LAST DAY OF 

TERM 4  

FOR STUDENTS 

2018 

Tomorrow  

WEDNESDAY 19TH  

DECEMBER 

UPDATED OLR STAFF OF 2019 

Principal:                             Mr Michael Siciliano 

Assistant Principal:            Mrs Julianne Regan 

REC:                                     Mrs Colleen Fuller 

Stage Coordinators:           Mrs Kelly Dunn - K-2 

Mrs Nicole Darby - Stage 2 

Mr Alan Eisenhuth - Stage 3 

Instructional Leaders:        Mrs Teresa Wakeling    K-2 

                                             Mrs Julianne Regan       3-6 
 

Early Stage 1: 

Kindergarten         Miss Tara Ryan           Mrs Fiona Van Doorn  

Stage1: 

Year 1        Mrs Kelly Dunn                       Miss Karlie Beckhaus 

Year 2        Miss Heather Alexander         Miss Monica Lopez  

Stage 2: 

Year 3         Mrs Nicole Darby                    Miss Bridgette Moore         

Year 4         Mrs Anne Maree O'Rourke     Miss Jessica Wheelahan  

Stage 3: 

Year 5          Mr Alan Eisenhuth                        Mr Joseph Eid 

Year 6          Mr Howard Vanjour                Mrs Jennie Meniconi 

 

Diversity Support:        Mrs Kim Patchell - Diversity Leader    

Mrs Wendy D’Souza       Mrs Kathryn Burnett    Mrs Natalie Bell 

Mrs Sally Turner             Mrs Rita Atileh                 Miss Rebecca Smith     

Mrs Danica Danev            Miss TJ Cakmak             Mrs Colleen Fuller          

Specialist Teachers:    Mrs Vanessa Butchard- Creative Arts/Music 

                                       Mrs Shonagh Van Schoten- PDHPE  

Library Administrator: Mrs Rebecca Weston 

Administration:            Mrs Anne Rando     Mrs Debbie Smith 

                                       Mrs Rebecca Weston  

2019 
SCHOOL  

RESUMES 
Tuesday 29th January 
 Staff Development day 

NO CHILDREN 
Wed. 30th January  
 Yrs 2 - 6  start school 
Monday 4th February 
 Kindergarten & Year 

One start school 
 Morning Assembly 

8.45am 

Wishing you all a  

joyous and merry 
Christmas and may 

the peace of  

Christmas be with 
you all throughout 

2019. 
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Teacher Assistants:                 Mrs Coreena Greening                   Mrs Trish Sattler 

                                                   Mrs Lori McMillan                            Mrs Nadene Tucker      

                                                   Mrs Carmen Grech                          Mrs Sognia Piccirilli 

                                                   Mrs Maria Moutzouras                     Mrs Charlene Galea 

                                                   Mrs Debbie Issa 

Learning Technology Coordinator:               Mr Joseph Eid 

Learning Technology Trainee:                      Jackson McKenna 

Sudanese Liaison Officer:                             Deng Athum 

School Counsellor:                                         Ms Barbara Mulligan 

Maintenance:                                                   Mr Dominic Cocksedge  

Cleaners:                                 Mrs Immaculata Gaudiosi,  Mr David Payne & Ms Maria Torchia  

UPDATED FAREWELL AND BEST WISHES 

As we come to the end of 2018 I would like to farewell and thank the following staff members for their professional  

contribution to the OLR Community: 

Mrs Amanda Casis 

Mrs Doris Rizzo 

Mrs Milica Pomeroy 

Miss Jessica Wheelahan 

Mrs Judy Kari 

Mr David Rooney 

Mrs Josephine Edwards  

Congratulations on your recent promotion or change in career. We know you will tackle this new venture with the same 

passion and dedication you've displayed as part of our OLR team and will quickly establish yourself as valued  

educators in your new roles. Working with you has been an honour and privilege, and we know you will continue to 
succeed in this new phase of your professional career. We wish you the best both professionally and personally as you 

move into your new positions. 

WELCOME TO OLR 
We welcome and acknowledge the following leaders and educators to the OLR school community in 2019. 

Miss TJ Cakmak- Diversity Support Teacher. 

Miss Bridgette Moore- Year 3 class teacher. 

Welcome Back from Maternity Leave Mrs Kathryn Burnett & Mrs Natalie Bell. 

School Improvement 
I'm sure you have noticed that we are currently in the process of making some improvements to the school 

grounds at Our Lady of the Rosary. 
They include: 

 Installation of new shade sails in the Kinder, Year One and Two area. 

 Laying new artificial Turf in the K-2 area. 

 Installation of play equipment in the grass area between the year 2 and year 3 learning spaces. 
 Laying safety soft fall material to replace the grass under the play equipment. 



From the Principal cont’d…………. 

THE END OF THE SCHOOL YEAR 

Here we are at the end of the school year. What does this mean to us? 
Let’s take a look at some of the words that say end. 
MEND. This is a good time of the year to mend things before we finish up. We might need to mend some friend-
ships that are broken, by saying sorry and parting on a friendly note. 
SPEND. How are we going to spend the holidays? How can we use all the lovely time so that we enjoy the sun-
shine, get lots of exercise, have fun playing, spend time with friends and family, refresh our souls and our bodies?  
ASCEND. Next year we all move up a class and some will ascend into a new school. It’s an exciting time and part 
of a good life – that we keep moving on and upwards. 
FRIEND. We all have good friends here at school. How will we keep in touch over the holidays? How we will keep 
in touch if we are in different classes or at different schools next year? 
SEND. The end of the year is a good time to send a message of thanks to people who have made a  
difference in your life. It is also a good time to send a card or letter to someone special you haven’t seen for a while.  
DEPEND. Who and what do you really depend on to make your life happy and useful? Make sure you keep the 
people and things you depend on part of your holidays too. 
RECOMMEND. Find out what your teachers recommend you read over the holidays or how they think you can pre-
pare for next year’s work. 
SPLENDID. Congratulations to you all for a splendid year. Let’s wish everyone a splendid holiday, full of all the 
good things that holidays and the summer bring. 
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MERRY CHRISTMAS 

As this is the final newsletter for 2018, I would like to take this opportunity to thank each of you for your support, 
enthusiasm and interest in your child’s education this year. Research has found that if your child knows that you 
view education as being important, they will adopt the same opinion as you. 
At Our Lady of The Rosary we are fortunate that the majority of our parents take the role as “partners” in educa-
tion of their children very seriously. Particular thanks goes to those families of year six children who are leaving 
the school community. May God bless you and best wishes for the years ahead. 
 

A Short Christmas Poem 
More Than A Story 

Love came, held safely within a gentle womb 
All the truth, majesty, and creativity of a living God 

Poured into a tiny heart 
Making a quiet entrance in a dark and uninviting shack 

Just one star shone anew as a handful of people were brought 
Led by angelic voices, and open hearts 

A young mother 
A faith-filled father 

Men of wisdom who searched for truth 
And a group of humble herdsmen 

They came to bow before a new life 
And acknowledge that the rescuer had arrived 

That the Word of God had come alive  
And that the extraordinary transformation of heaven and earth  

Had begun 
 (Poem by Julie Palmer, c. 2011) 
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Thought for the Week 

“Open your presents at Christmas time but, 

be thankful all year round for the gifts you receive.” 

Lorinda Ruth Lowen 
 

BLESSINGS 

As we approach the end of another 

wonderful year here at Our Lady of the Rosary, 

I would like to thank you for your support in 2018, 

acknowledge and give thanks for all the great things 

that have occurred this year and 

                    wish you a Merry Christmas and a 

                    Happy New Year. 
 

                                        Michael Siciliano 

                         PRINCIPAL 

 

✸ ✸ ✸ ✸ ✸ ✸ ✸ ✸ ✸ ✸ ✸ ✸ ✸ ✸ ✸ ✸ ✸ ✸ ✸ ✸ ✸ ✸ ✸ ✸ ✸ ✸  

From the Assistant Principal’s desk…  
Welcome to my desk. In each Newsletter I will provide general information, ideas 
and tips for parents in all key Learning Areas. If you have a particular question or 

query or anything you would like more information about, please let me know. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As the year comes to a close there are so many things to be grateful and thankful for... 
It is hard to believe that another school year has passed. It has been a wonderful year, full of successes,  
challenges and change. 
The Christmas season is a time when we reflect on the year and 
give thanks for what we have been given. 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to offer my thanks for the 
year that was….. 
 

Thank you to the students … for allowing us the privilege 

to be with you on a daily basis, you are the reason we are 

in the vocation of teaching and you bring us so much joy 

and pleasure every day.  
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From the Assistant Principal’s desk cont’d….…  

Thank you to the teachers… for your hard work 

and dedication to your profession. The teachers here at 
OLR are so committed to their  
students and constantly aspire to provide the best learning 
experiences for them every day. We are  
truly lucky and blessed to have such a wonderful staff. 

 

Thank you to the  
parents … for your ongoing 

support. We are extremely lucky to have such wonderful 
people within the community of Our Lady of the Rosary and 
we are grateful for all that you contribute to our school. 
 
We particularly thank those parents who have given of 
their time for the many community and fundraising events 
throughout the year. These include Mothers Day and  

Father’s Day stalls, Discos, Mufti Days, Kindergarten 100 
Days, Don Bosco and many more. 

Last week the Parent Group gave the school a cheque for $4000 which they have raised this 

year. This money will go towards purchasing books and Technology for our children.  
 

Thank You for the wonderful welcome I have received as the new Assistant Principal in 2018.  

I have thoroughly enjoyed it and feel privileged to be a leader in this wonderful  community now 

and into the future.  

 

 

Have a wonderful Christmas 
and take some time to say 

thank you to those people in 
your lives who have helped 

you through 2018.  
 

 

 

 

Kind Regards….Let us remember that as many hands build a house,  

so many hearts make this school. 
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Mrs Julianne Regan 
Assistant Principal 



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS at OLR 
From the page of the Religious Education Coordinator - Mrs Colleen Fuller  
Parish Mass times are listed for your convenience.   
You are invited to gather with the believing community for Holy Mass, at one of the many available times.  

We are blessed to have this choice. 
Saturday 6.00pm.                     
Sunday 7.30am, 9.00am. 10.30am  & 5.30pm 

Choose a Mass time that is most suitable time for you and your family. 

Gospel Acclamation Lk 1:38 

Alleluia, alleluia!                 

I am the servant of the Lord: 

may His will for me be done. 

Alleluia! 

Gospel   Lk 1:39-45 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

Why should it happen that I am honoured with a visit from the mother of my Lord? 

Mary set out and went as quickly as she could to a town in the hill country of Judah. She 
went into Zechariah’s house and greeted Elizabeth. Now as soon as Elizabeth heard 

Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 
She gave a loud cry and said, ‘Of all women you are the most blessed, and blessed is the 

fruit of your womb. Why should I be honoured with a visit from the mother of my Lord? 
For the moment your greeting reached my ears, the child in my womb leapt for joy. Yes, 

blessed is she who believed that the promise made her by the Lord would be fulfilled.’ 

REFLECTION ON THE GOSPEL 

There is always excitement at this time of the year. It is as if everything is filled with promise. The 
whole world seems gentler; and we are filled with the spirit of generosity. In the days just before  

Christmas, the possibility of newness is almost palpable. The spirit of the season has caught hold of us 
even before the actual day has arrived. 

Today we stand on the threshold of fulfilment. The future that God has prepared for us is open before 
us, even though we have not yet stepped out into it. 

The incarnation takes place in human history, thus affirming the fundamental goodness of human life 
and concerns, and sanctifying them even further. The child comes from simple people, from a place 
that is relatively insignificant, thus underscoring God’s preference for what is ordinary. The body that 
was offered for our salvation, the body that consecrated us through having been offered up, was the 
body that grew in the womb of Mary. The extraordinary salvific deed of God was accomplished through 
his coming into the world as one of us. The obedience that Christ played out through his body fulfilled 
for us the promises made by God. 

We stand on the threshold of fulfilment, the fulfilment of an event that has already taken place. We  

ritually re-enact it so that we never take it for granted, so that we never forget that it is in and through 
human history that the marvellous deeds of God are accomplished.                                             © Dianne Bergant C  
 

May the peace and joy of the Nativity season fill you and your family with joy, peace 

and generosity.  
Mrs Colleen Fuller                              

RECoordinator 
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Sunday, 23 Dec 2018: Fourth Sunday of Advent - Year C 

http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Judah.mp3
http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Zechariah.mp3
http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Elizabeth.mp3
http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Elizabeth.mp3
http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Elizabeth.mp3


RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS at OLR cont’d…….. 

 

******************************************************************** 

Congratulations to our Term 4 Award recipients 
 

 

 

 

Fr James Phelan Awards 

Jacinta Challita & Timothy Santos 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Lady of the Rosary St Marys   Newsletter                                Week  10 Our Lady of the Rosary St Marys   Newsletter                            Week  10 

YOU ARE INVITED! 
 

Let’s celebrate this Good News of great joy together tonight when the students 
will present the Nativity, for your reflection. 

 

 5:00pm School Gates open for a picnic meal, sausage sizzle and drinks. 

 6:20pm all seated for the Nativity presentation. 
Students seated in class groups as practised with their teachers. 
 
Sausage sizzle: $3.00 each of 2 for $5.00 
Canned drinks: $2.00 
Poppers: $1.00 

 

All monies raised on the evening will go to support our World Youth Day Pilgrims. 

Miss Kylie Beckhause and Mr Joseph Eid. 

Community Awards 

Londonderry Leadership Award 

Kiera Geoghegan 

Lindsay Award:  Milana Visco 



Mary of the Cross MacKillop awards 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gold Awards  
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Kindergarten Martina Peters 

Year 1 Emily Vocalan 

Year 2 Taara Hariraam 

Year 3 Sandra Chalouhi 

Year 4 Elijah Soenarja 

Year 5 Jennifer Akok 

Year 6 David Alcazaren 

KN Rochelle Chandrapala 

KR Carmen Harrouz 

1D Charlyn Bankler 

1B Om Saha 

2V Elijah Cahill 

2A Alak Ajou 

3C Mou Lual 

3E Katherine Nguyen 

4T Jack Darby 

4O Aduor Deng 

5O Kiir Lual 

5E Aryan Acharya 

6V Milana Visco 

6M Madison Mariano 

KN Navya Lagowala 

KR Christina Succar 

1D Thiep Ngor 

1B Tanya Angrish 

2V Dianna Kelei 

2A Ruby Montgomery 

3C Akon Agok 

3E Logan Moore 

4T Spencer Webster 

4O Deng Gar 

5O Tony Succar 

5E Gloria Rookes 

6V Xavior Joyce 

6M Calyb Allen 

Star Awards  
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After eighteen and a half years I wish to say a farewell to the OLR community and that it 
has been my absolute pleasure and privilege working here in the office at Our Lady of  the 
Rosary and with the OLR staff and community and not forgetting producing the school’s 
fortnightly newsletter for the community, colleagues and friends  
If I didn't’ get a chance to say goodbye I wish you, your children and your families all the 
very best in the future 

As the saying goes “It’s not goodbye, but until next time”. 

Mrs Doris Rizzo (Office lady) 


